Introduction to Emergency Nets
An “emergency net” is a group of stations who provide communication to one or more served agencies, or to the general public, in an emergency.

· Directed Net :

Also known as a “formal net”, a net control station (NCS) organizes and controls all activity.

· Open Net :

Also known as an “informal net”, or an “open net”, there is usually no NCS. It is optional to have a NCS, and there is little control.  Often occurs when there are few stations and little traffic.
Types of Emergency Nets 
Depending on the size and complexity of the emergency, operations may require one or several types of nets.

· Traffic Net :

Simply a net that handles formal NTS written messages.  These may be directed or open depending on their size.

· Tactical Net :

Used to direct and organize real-time coordination.  This is often fast-paced with unwritten messages. This net generally has an NCS but can be directed or open.

· Resource Net :

Accepts and handles check-ins from arriving volunteers and delegates assignments.  This may be to contact a specific station or to proceed to a particular location.  This is most often a directed net.
· Information Net :

Generally an open net used to collect or share information as a situation develops. This may progress to a more formal net if a NCS indicates a worsening situation. A classic example is a SKYWARN net activated during a severe storm watch.

Checking into an Emergency Net

There are two situations when you “check-in” to a net :
1) When you first join the net

2) When you have messages, questions, or information to send

· Directed Net –

Wait for the NCS to ask for “check-ins” and listen for any specific instructions: “Any check-ins with emergency or priority traffic ?” At this time, give only your callsign.  If there are no specific instructions, you can add “with emergency traffic” or “with traffic”. Do not offer more information until acknowledged by the NCS.  Do not check-in unless the NCS has asked for check-ins.
· Open Net – 

Briefly call the net control station.  If there is no NCS, call any station and make contact with them.  If you have a message to pass, call a specific station when the frequency is clear.

Passing Messages

· “List your traffic” – 

If you told the NCS that you have traffic when checking in, you will be asked to “list your traffic” with destination and priority.
· Passing traffic – 

After listing your traffic, the NCS will ask you to pass each message to the appropriate receiving station, either on the net frequency, or to a separate frequency to avoid tying up the net frequency. The standard procedure is for the NCS to ask the receiving station to call the sending station.
· Example – 

NCS: “K4RFT, list your traffic.”

You: “K4RFT, two priority for Weakley EOC, one welfare for section net.”
NCS: “Weakley EOC, call K4RFT for your traffic.”

Weakley EOC: “K4RFT, Weakley EOC, go ahead.”

You: “Number 25, Priority, …”

(After you have passed your traffic to Weakley EOC, the NCS will direct the section net liaison station to call you for their message.)

When you are finished, simply sign with any tactical callsign and your FCC ham callsign.
· “Breaking” the net – 
If you have emergency traffic, you may have to “break” the net. The most common way to do this is wait for a pause between transmissions and simply say, “Break, K4RFT.”  The NCS will respond: “Go ahead, K4RFT.”  You will respond, “K4RFT, with emergency traffic.”  NCS: “K4RFT, list your traffic”, and so forth.

Checking Out of an Emergency Net

Always let the NCS know when you are leaving the net, even if it is just for a few minutes.  If you do not properly check out, you might become the subject of a search to check on your well being ! 

Reasons for checking out of a net:

1) The location of your station is closing – the NCS has given the order to close the location – simply acknowledge and sign by giving your tactical call sign and you ham call. If this order has been given by a local official, close as above with the identification of the official and his title.
2) You need a break and there is no relief operator – let the NCS know you will be away from the radio for a specific amount of time, the reason, and sign with tactical and ham calls.

3) You have turned the location over to another operator – tell the NCS that you are turning the location over to “(name), (callsign)” and that you are leaving, and sign with tactical and ham callsigns.

Special situations:

1) If someone in authority asks you to move your station, do so immediately, without delay.  Notify the NCS as soon as you can.
2) If someone in authority asks you to refrain from transmitting, or to turn off your radio, do so immediately, and without question.  Notify the NCS when you are told it is OK to transmit.

Levels of Nets

Network systems are “layered” to provide greater operating efficiency.

ARES or RACES handle layered nets on a short distance level.

· Each city - Local FM net
· City to city – county net

· County to county – section HF net

· Out of section – “liaison” station to NTS

National Traffic System (NTS) – handles medium and long distance traffic – from the area impacted by the emergency to the outside world.

· Local Net

· Section Net

· Region Net

· Area Net

· Transcontinental Corps

Messages are passed by assigned “liaison” stations between various nets as necessary.
